Speech 

Hey everyone how’s it going?  I would like to start of by thanking everyone who is participating in this event all the riders, all the sponsors, all the volunteers, and everyone who helped put together this event. Because without you guys there wouldn’t be these events, and then what would we do in our spare time right? I would also like to say that it’s an honor to be here right now talking to you all about myself and my life story. 

My name is Brandon Straughan I was diagnosed with a very aggressive brain stem tumor called Medulla Blastoma on July 27 1995 at the age of 4. The cancer had spread down my spine. The doctors at the Hospital for Sick Children operated on my brain and treated me with radiation and 8 cycles of chemotherapy. I am now 18 and have been in remission since I was 5. 
After the surgery I had to learn to walk again. As you can imagine it wasn’t a walk in the park. Due to the treatment my motor skills aren’t 100%, and learning how to ride my bike was a challenge. I’ve had a lot of wipe-outs and one scar to prove it. Luckily I didn’t break anything in the process.   

I have learned to live with a few extra challenges do to the treatment. My hair wasn’t able to grow back fully, so I keep it shaved I think it looks better that way. Growing up was hard for me, the kids at public school thought I was different so they would make fun of me. After a while you’d get used to ignoring them, but sometimes people do get under my skin. High School was a lot better to me I made a lot of good friends and because of public school my confidence level was higher so I would just keep my chin up.

I have also learned to deal with my peers staring at me because they don’t understand why I look the way I do. Which really gets on my nerves sometimes Instead of staring at me because you don’t know Id rather you come and ask me. But as I said when me confidence level is higher I don’t care what other people are doing. You can only control your actions, you cannot control other people’s actions.

I want to help other kids with cancer, because I know how hard it is to go through and deal with the aftermath of their treatment having first hand experience. I know that with everyone’s help we can raise money to help cancer survivors in general, whether the money goes towards the many Pediatric oncology camp organizations in Ontario that give them the chance to have fun and just be kids. Or if the money goes towards hospitals in general working to come up for a cure for cancer.

Thank you  

